
My name is Emily Durrance and I’m from Bunnell, 
FL. I attended Flagler Palm Coast High School. I 
am a Junior studying Elementary Education.   
 
The qualities I believe make an effective leader 
include; leadership, communication skills, 
empathy for others, patients, confidence, and 
passion. I believe an effective leader has passion 
and integrity to influence others in positive ways 
that improve their organization. My top three 
strength include; leadership, communication, and 
showing passion through my work.  
 
I am an Education Major because I aspire to 
positively influence children in a way only a 
teacher can. I have a passion to better the 
education society by offering my knowledge to 
increase effective teaching strategies.  

 
I am an aspiring teacher because I have a passion to inspire and encourage students to be the 
best they can be, and to grow day-by-day. I also want to improve the quality of education for 
not only students, but for teachers as well. I believe education should be a team-oriented 
approach with student centered learning and peer mentoring.   
 
Before I entered kindergarten, well, before I entered the childhood stage of walking; I was 
emerged into the educational society. My grandmother, also known as “Nanny”, allowed me to 
tag along in her kindergarten classroom for years before I entered school. Ever since I was a 
little girl, I always wanted to be just like my Nanny; a caring, loving, passionate teacher. Then, 
when I was in high school, my mom took over. MED SCHOOL, MED SCHOOL, MED SCHOOL. I 
just had to make her proud and go to medical school.  It was set in stone, in her eyes anyway. 
After praying, soul searching, and many disappointing conversations, I finally gave in to shadow 
a doctor at the hospital my mom went to school. I entered the threshold of sickness eager to 
turn right back around and run to the doors of a classroom. Unfortunately, I had to stick it out. 
Accompanied by a busy doctor and sick babies, I shadowing the man in scrubs all night, not 
doing much at all. Just when I was about to leave, an emergency down the hall occurred. We 
ran quickly, my heart was pounding, and out came the needles and blood. This was exciting; 
until everything went black. I had passed out. I learned that night that I have intolerance to 
blood and needles. See mom, I am meant to be an educator.  
 
My plans after graduation are to teach for one year, and then continue my education in 
pursuing my master’s degree. I hope one day to be Montessori Endorsed and open up my own 
private school.  
 
 



 
My name is Lyndsey Smith and I’m from Jacksonville, 
FL. I attended Mandarin High School. I am a Junior 
studying Elementary Education. 
 
I think that an effective leader needs to have many 
different qualities such as the ability to work calmly 
in stressful situations and the ability delegate tasks 
efficiently throughout the group while also carrying 
some of the workload themselves. A leader should 
also be responsible and organized so as to be able to 
keep things running smoothly.  
My top three strengths include my organization 
skills, dependability, and my strong work ethic. Once 
I set my mind to something, I am sure to see to it 
that it is completed in the proper way. Staying 
organized is crucial for students and educators alike 
to be successful. 
 
In my own schooling experience, I was blessed with 
many teachers who shaped me to be the person I am 
today. Those teachers taught me to love learning 
and love others. I can only hope that with my own 
classroom full of students, I can impact someone 
else in the same way.  
 

So many students use school as their escape. When things at home are rough, school is a place 
where they can make a name for themselves and be around friends and teachers. I hope that 
when I have students who are struggling I can inspire them to do well in the classroom and 
allow them to use school as an outlet for their frustrations. Students in elementary school are 
going through a very impressionable time. I want to give them a good impression of what 
school can be and prove to them that hard work can lead to successes, in hopes that they keep 
that work ethic throughout their lifetime.  
 
When I was in elementary school I had a gifted teacher named Mrs. Kennedy. For whatever 
reason, Mrs. Kennedy decided to take me under her wing and for that I have been forever 
thankful. She truly became a part of my family in the time that I knew her, even canning soup 
for my family and sending it home with me when my sister was in the hospital. To see a teacher 
so full of love for her students and rooting for us to succeed, changed my view of what 
schooling could be completely. Even after Mrs. Kennedy was no longer my teacher, my family 
kept in touch with her, and her love for her students never died. I want to be someone’s “Mrs. 
Kennedy” one day.  
 



I plan to get my Master’s Degree in Educational Leadership or Educational Policy after gaining 2-
3 years of teaching experience at the elementary level. One day, I hope to move onto school 
administration. 
 
 
My name is Carli Brewster and I’m from West Monroe, Louisiana. I attended Creekside High 
School. I am a Sophomore studying Elementary Education and am considering History as my 
major. 
 
I think a leader needs to be able to make the important decisions but they also need to listen to 
the people around them and take their opinions into account. Also, they need to be 
responsible, honest, and willing to communicate with others.  A leader also needs to be 
relatively well liked by people and able to have an open mind and a lot of patience. 
 
My ability to be personable, my leadership, and integrity are my top three strengths. 
 
I love kids and want to impact them by teaching them. I have also been working with kids since I 
was in middle school and have greatly enjoyed it. It also generally looks better to schools I may 
work for that I majored in education than in some other topic that may not apply. 
 
I had a couple teachers in elementary and high school inspire me. I also didn’t always have the 
greatest teachers and I hope to be like the teachers that inspired me so I can inspire others. 
 
My high school band director and a math teacher from high school both inspired me because I 
was able to get to know them and they really cared about me and all of their students. I also 
had an elementary school teacher that was absolutely amazing and she also really seemed to 
care about all of us kids in her class. All of these teachers went above what many of my other 
teachers did and it made a difference in my life. 
 
I hope to become a 1st-4th grade teacher (I’m not too picky). I’m also considering continuing 
with my schooling and pursuing my Master’s. 
 
 
My name is Claire Grange and I’m from Jacksonville, Fl. I attended Episcopal School of 
Jacksonville. I am a Junior studying Elementary Education. 
 
I believe a leader should be a team player who empowers others. 
 
My top three strengths are demonstrating leadership, being organized, and speaking publicly. 
 
I am excited to take the courses to develop a strong foundation to teach my students 
effectively. 
 



I am excited to transform the way that my students look at academics and give them 
opportunities to be able to grow. I hope to be a teacher that not only teaches academic lessons 
but life lessons as well.  
 
I had excellent teachers that gave me a love of learning that I want to pass onto the next 
generation. 
 
My plans after graduation with a bachelor in elementary education are to attend graduate 
school. I would like to get a master in educational leadership that enables me to become a 
school principal. 
 
 

My name is Kay-Lee Williams and I’m from 
Jacksonville, Fl. I attended Bartram Trail High 
School. I am a Junior studying Elementary 
Education. 
 
I believe a leader is strong, has a great desire, 
and cares. 
 
My top three strengths are demonstrating 
leadership, being organized, and 
communication skills. 
 
I am passionate about teaching children and 
seeming them grow. 
 
I hope to be a positive influence on the youth 
I teach, shaping them into curious and 
hungry-to-learn adults.  
 
My mom is a teacher and I see the impact she 
has on children; I want to do good for the 
world just like she does. 
 
My plan after graduation is to become a 
teacher in St. Johns County. 

 


